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the services rendered by authors. This only I take
for granted. No one, I think, of any intellectual
capacity can remember the early days when his
faculties were ripening, when he wandered, for the
pure delight of wandering, in the enchanted world
of the great imaginative writers, saw through their
eyes, and unconsciously caught the contagion of their
sympathies, without feeling a deep gratitude to the
men who not only gave him so much innocent
pleasure, but who incidentally refined his taste and
roused his enthusiasm, and quickened his perception
of whatever is beautiful, or heroic, or pathetic, in the
moral or the natural world. The highest literature-
embodies the instincts by which a cultivated people
differs from the barbarous, and the classes are in
a true sense civilised, which enjoy and appreciate
the ennobling as distinguished from the coarser
pleasures, and rise above the merely brutal life. One
who aspires to be a leader, or to follow the steps
of the leaders, in this band of crusaders against
barbarism, must surely have some corresponding
duties, I am here upon the edge of certain trouble-
some controversies which I shall refrain from discus-
sing at length. This only I need say. Some great
authors explicitly accept the function of preaching.
Milton, and, in later days, Wordsworth, identified the
offices of the prophet and the poet, and set themselves